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Distance Learning for Grades 6 to 9 
 
Our talented and innovative Middle School staff has taken on the challenges of 
Distance Learning and created a dynamic and exciting new learning environment to 
engage all students.  Using the world-renowned Alberta Curriculum, Inquiry Based 
Learning continues to be the focus of the online learning experience for each 
student.  Using this model, students are challenged to think creatively and to problem 
solve in ways that will support their studies as they move toward High School and the 
first class offerings of the Alberta Diploma Program and the IB Diploma 
Program.  Lessons are balanced, based on educational research, to provide a 
combination of live teacher interaction, recorded lessons and individual and small 
group work time. The many and varied Curriculum Outcomes are being tracked daily 
to ensure that there are no gaps in delivery and learning, and engaged students can 
be assured that they will be more than prepared for the next grade 
level.  Assessments, both formative and summative, are ongoing and reflect the 
exciting new environment in which our students are working.  Reporting of these 
assessments will continue through all normal channels and students who have been 
engaged throughout will advance to the next grade level. We have made every effort 
to incorporate our specialists, ELL support and Counselors into the daily online lives 
of our students so that the transition back to the physical classroom, when it occurs, 
will be as seamless as the transition into Distance Learning.  We do not see this new 
challenge as an impediment but rather as yet another unique opportunity to help your 
child build resilience, learn from challenges and develop new skills that will benefit 
them for life. 
  
The entire Middle School teaching staff and support team is incredibly proud of the 
work that they are doing to support your children, and to ensure that the very high 
quality educational experience CIS is known for, and you have come to expect, is 
continued class by class and day by day.  As always, we expect and appreciate your 
communication with concerns, suggestions and kudos.  You are strongly encouraged 
to contact the appropriate staff members, or me, at any time.  We look forward to 
seeing you all in person very soon.  
 
Yours in Education,  
Barry Squires, Principal 
 
 

	


