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Distance Learning for Nursery to Senior Kindergarten 
 

When asked about distance learning, teachers say they miss interacting with the 
children the most. CIS teachers have been working collaboratively to create a variety 
of learning opportunities for the children. They have attended professional 
development sessions to learn and share best practices. Educators from around the 
world are continuing to develop ways to provide online learning in the most 
appropriate way and we are part of those discussions.  
 
Our young students learn through a play-based, inquiry approach, which is based on 
well-supported educational philosophies and current brain-based research. CIS 
preschool teachers plan their online learning program based on Flight, Alberta's Early 
Learning and Care Framework which states, “Children’s play is central to this 
curriculum framework as an active, exploratory, creative, expressive process, deeply 
embedded in children’s everyday experiences and through which children participate 
in, learn about, and actively make sense of the world.” Senior Kindergarten teachers 
are also ensuring the learning outcomes presented in the Alberta Kindergarten 
Program Statement are met in new and interesting ways during this time of distance 
learning.  
 
By seeing their teacher’s face on a video, listening to a story being read, or singing 
songs together, a child feels a sense of security and normality. Along with building 
relationships, there are many other learning benefits, for example, singing songs and 
hearing the repeating patterns of sounds helps children with math. Engaging in finger 
play while saying rhymes works their fine motor muscles which is necessary for 
writing. Memory is strengthened by linking body actions to songs and rhymes. All of 
this is an example of learning through play! 
 
We would like to thank parents and caregivers for helping with their children’s 
learning and participating in this online journey with us. When we return to school, 
teachers will be able to assess the children’s individual needs and will continue to 
provide instruction and support as necessary. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact your child’s teacher or myself as we are eager to help. We miss your 
children and hope to be back together soon!  
 
Yours in Education,  
Karen Holmes, Principal  
 
 
	


